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with the idea of giving himself some peace and security by
calling himself King and founding a dynasty. But in May 1656
he decided, with his usual vacillation in such things, to abandon
that policy. Some contemporaries say it was due to his fear of
the Army—but much more likely, from what we know of his
character and manner, it was due to his dislike of the grandeur
and the burden. We must always remember that until he was
over forty Cromwell had never had to command anything but
a comfortable household, and that, though he discovered such
admirable military talents in the tactical use of cavalry, the
political control of other men formed no part of his experience
or desires.
The Last Experiment.    But Cromwell, whom it is im-
possible not to pity in these successive efforts of his to obtain
companionship in the heavy task of Government, was deter-
mined to have yet one more experiment.   Had he lived there
would perhaps have been no end to them.   Just before entering
the last year of his life (1558) there was designed a full Parlia-
ment on the old lines, though of a novel membership.   He
opened it in very great state—a regular Parliament of two
Houses in the traditional form.   He did not call his Upper
House the House of Lords, but "The Other House," and
composed it of sixty-two fairly important people, including
members of his own family, and even certain of the old peers.
They met on January 20, 1658.    Cromwell made a speech
from the throne in traditional fashion;   he then preached
a sermon on the eighty-fifth Psalm, and left them to their
labours.   But these were so unsatisfactory that at the end of
the fortnight, on February 4, he dissolved them in a passion-
protesting loudly what an intolerable thing it was to have to
govern at all!
Death of Oliver Cromwell. But to govern somehow this
great soldier but most bewildered man was compelled, whether
he would or no. It was not easy, for the intolerable burden of
taxation could not be continued indefinitely, and by what
warrant save that of mere force could he go on levying these
enormous sums of money? Even so he was getting deeper
and deeper into debt. There had been plots against his
life, which terrified him. He was not yet sixty, but his health
was giving way. On August 6 of that year (1658) his favourite
daughter Elizabeth died after an illness which he had watched
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